 Nawton Parish Council
Minutes for the Meeting held at The Millennium Room at St Hilda’s
 on Tuesday 25 June 2024
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Tina Hustler






585
Agenda

The agenda for this meeting had been displayed on the Parish council notice board and the council website since 22nd June 2024. .

586
Welcome new councillors – Brian Simpson, Penny Forbes and Michael Tanner all signed the declaration of acceptance of office. The Chair and Steph Collier both countersigned all 3 declarations. 
587
Minutes of council meeting of 19th June 2024
The Chair agreed the minutes of the meeting of 19th June 2024. They were seconded by Lorraine Hugill.
The Chair signed the minutes and the Clerk to add them to the minute book. 
588
Finance:– Audit report and AGAR - Audit report – the report had been forwarded before the meeting to the existing councillors. LH said we need to adopt standing orders and finance regulations at the AGM. The May AGM did not take place due to resignation of Chair, Vice Chair and 1 councillor in 2024. 

The auditor noted that we do not have a General Power of Competence – info emailed following meeting and not relevant for our size of council.
Risk assessment – to be discussed and signed at the July meeting.
Internal audit recommended – recommended to be done quarterly. To be completed by a councillor who is not a signatory, to mitigate risks of errors or potential fraud.
Precept and budget to be discussed at July meeting. We have used the precept for lighting previously but if wasn’t minuted as to how the precept was used. Need to do in the future.

Accounts reconciliation to be added to monthly agendas going forward. 

Michael Tanner pointed out that PAYE needed updating to remove Elaine Woods and update to Tina Hustler.

Asset register to be discussed and checked at July meeting. Need to check land that is registered to the parish council. TH to ask Helmsley Clerk for help about the asset register. Emailed.
Land owned by PC queried. TH to email Helmsley Clerk if there is anywhere general where it is noted. Emailed and MT has said there should be a folder with some details in as well that the Chair has.

Insurance to be checked for asset cover value.
LH suggested setting up DD to pay for the information commission. RD & LH to look into setting up DD’s online, or add to April agenda to review annually?

New website – TH to ask for quote for new website. And look at gov.uk option to move website over. Also get advice on new non gmail email account.
Cloud back up – TH to look at cloud account.

MT asked if we should have a facebook account. Sam Jones suggested sorting the website and emails first then we can have a look at social media. SC pointed out that Helmsley Town Council tend to just get complaints on theirs. 
AGAR report signed by Chair and Clerk to be emailed to Account-Ant before 30th June. Done. Exercise of public rights of notice to be put on notice board by 1st July. Done.
Payment to church for use of room – LH noted that the church do not charge for the room. SJ queried if we should meet in the Parish rather than Beadlam. TH to check with HTC. Emailed. 
Clerk’s salary – June hours are well over what the position was advertised at. All agreed ok and to submit invoice at the end of the month to keep accounts clear.

NYC invoices - £714.47 for lighting energy costs and £271.94 for light footway maintenance. TH to query the latter.

Zurich insurance £214 to be paid.
589
Code of conduct and ethical framework – All 3 new councillors completed the register of interests form. The chair read these out to all. Brian Simpson is a self employed contractor and removes ash trees and pays the parish for the wood taken. Also runs Nawton Shoot which is partly run on parish land.

Michael Tanner owns some land on Gale Lane.

Penny – none.

All approved and completed. TH to send to NYC.
590
Actions from the last meeting
590.1  Monthly inspection of Council owned land – The Chair visited the tip but it was so overgrown with nettles no photos of the actual land could be taken. Will have to wait until we can access further in.
590.2  Car parking concerns in the village – SC took some pictures of cars obstructing the pavement. Nothing else we can do if NYC won’t do anything so agreed to take off the next agenda. SC mentioned weeds blocking the pavements too. Chair also noted that the hedge near the pedestrian crossing on the main road needs cutting back. Chair to send email contact for person responsible for hedge to Clerk, as the house that owns the hedge is empty.

PF said she believed the pub have said in the past that they are happy for school drop offs/pick ups to park in the pub to help with parking on Chapel Street. TH check with pub and if ok to mention to school to let parents know.

590.3 Nawton Tip - as above can’t access so discuss at later date.
590.4 Grass cutting – SC created new map. Discussion if the verge outside the cricket field is parish or cricket pavilion responsibility. Looking at old map it is possibly on it as narrow green line. SC to add that verge to map and email to the clerk to send onto Andy Mennell. 
Trees at recreation club also need looking at. Brian Simpson said he trimmed some in a garden next to it last week. SC could ask father in law if he knows who owns them as previous councillor. Or it may be in folder Chair has.
Chair has been asked by Rebecca Hall if her group of volunteers can plant up the boxes on main road junction. All agreed. SC asked who should strim around the planters and seats. All agreed to add to the grass cutting map for AM and note which bits need strimming. SJ also noted that the boxes could do with painting/refreshing. MT, BS and Chair happy to help sort.

SJ got a quote from Jake for cleaning and tidying the bus stop of £350 + vat. Wood also needs treating on the benches etc. Tree also needs pruning. PF’s husband could look at the tree pruning. All agreed to Jake’s rate and SJ to ask him to start. Chair also said bench on main road needs treating. MT also said memorial bench on Pinfold needs looking at. SJ will ask people who put the bench there at a later date.
590.5 Provision of extra litter bins (at Snape Hill and near the garage)- still no reply.
591 Planning – Clerk has received the application for the fish and chip shop now. It had been sent earlier but to a wrong email address due to change over of Clerk’s, so already approved. It will be a shop with take-away with set hours of trading and for deliveries. 
MT said he met a highways officer on 17th June who was assessing Gale Lane at 8.45am for the school bus traffic. He said it was the 3rd time he had been and he gives feedback to the council. MT suggested that he came back in an afternoon at school pick up to get a better idea on the situation. Highways person said that not a lot may be done if there haven’t been any accidents in 5 years. 
592 Matters arising – Karbon Homes are booked to come and talk at the September meeting. Chair has spoken to Chris Clarke who is a new villager and solicitor. He is has happy to help the council but can’t commit to being a full councillor due to work commitments. SJ said Karbon homes have bought a lot of RP’s. PF said she would be concerned that what they plan to build needs to be checked. SJ to research the demand for local housing. SJ said we need to appeal to the younger generation and new people to live in the village. We could also ask parishioners if they are aware of a demand for local housing. LH suggested adding something to the notice board. Chair to invite CC to September meeting. 

SC has been asked by Darren Smith if Nawton Parish Council are happy to sign a letter to assist with a grant to renew the play equipment and drainage at the cricket field. All agreed.
593   Next meeting - 15th July 2024, 7pm at Beckett Pavilion, Nawton.
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